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The Montney

Overview
• What is it?
• Where is it?
• Why is it so valuable?
• How have operators benefited from OHMS systems?
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The Montney

Where is it and What is it?
• Stratigraphical unit of the Lower Triassic age in the Western 

Canadian Sedimentary Basin in British Columbia and Alberta
• Named after the hamlet of Montney 
• First described in Texaco's Buick Creek No. 7 well by J.H. 

Armitage in 1962 
– Well was drilled 41 km (25 mi.) north of Fort St. John, immediately 

east of the Alaska Highway



The Montney

Lithology
• Composed of siltstone and dark grey shale 

– Dolomitic siltstone in the base 
– Fine grained sandstone towards the top
– Facies is shaley in the north and west of the extent (Fort St. John)
– Silty in the center (Dawson Creek and Pouce Coupe areas) 
– Becomes coarser (sandy) in western Alberta (Valleyview area)
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• The Montney



The Montney – Formation Comparison
Montney Utica Marcellus

Depth (ft) 5,500 – 13,000 1,600 – 10,800 4,000 – 8,500
Thickness (ft) Up to 900 300 – 900 150 – 900
Porosity (%) 1.0 – 6.0 2.2 – 3.7 3 – 10
TOC 1 – 7 0.3 – 2.25 3 – 12
Maturity (R₀) 0.8 – 2.5 1.1 – 4 1.2 – 3
Silica (%) 20 – 60 5 – 25 20 – 40
Calcite/Dolomite (%) Up to 20 30 – 70 5 – 40
Clay (%) <30 8 – 40 10 – 30
Free Gas (%) 64 – 80 35 – 50 0 – 70
CO₂ (%) 1 <1 –
GIP/sec (Bcf) 8 – 160 25 – 210 60 – 150
Play area GIP (Tcf) 80 – 700 >120 500



What makes the Montney so attractive?

• Large land positions
• Sweet gas
• Very fracable rock; brittle
• High amounts of natural gas liquids through much of the trend
• Flat declines relative to other shale plays (VERY important for 

valuations)
• There is the Upper, Middle, and Lower Montney, plus other 

formations like the Doig and Doig Phosphate



Painted Pony – Montney
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Crew Energy – Montney

Source   www.crewenergy.com/investors/presentations-events



Crew Energy – Montney

Source   www.crewenergy.com/investors/presentations-events



Crew Energy – Montney

• Montney type curve wells in the Septimus area recently exhibiting 
a net present value of $8.5 million per well, the successful 
development of only 1.5 net sections of the acquired lands (based 
on 12.8 development wells) would pay out this entire acquisition.

• EURs have steadily improved since 2011 (2.8 Bcf/well) to 2012 
(3.2 Bcf/well) to 2013 (4.3 Bcf/well) and are expected to continue 
to improve over time as Crew Energy continues to better 
understand the Montney reservoir and how to apply new 
technologies related to drilling and completion practices.











CREW ENERGY



The Montney – Review

• One of the most important plays in Canada
• The application of OHMS has been very effective
• Painted Pony success is open hole exclusively
• Crew Energy success
• Where do we go next?


